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Geographic info

Vientiane Capital 
N

EW

S

 Land Area:        3,920 km2

 # of District:           09 Districts

 # of village:          487 Villages

 Total Pop:     788,165 Person

 Pop. Density:        201/ km²

 Pop. using safe water: 94,6 %

 Pop. using latrine:       88,2 %



Background

 From 1985 dengue fever had been a public threat in Lao 

PDR. 

 Outbreaks of the disease were often found in 2-3 year 

interval in populated cities where hygiene levels were 

low, water containers were left uncovered or carelessly 

discarded. 

 From 2005 to 2010 dengue cases had been reported in 

the entire country. 

 Among provinces, Vientiane Capital reported the highest  

number of cases particularly affecting the student 

population, aged 15-24. 



25th SEA Games 2009 (Vientiane Games 2009)   



Vientiane’s 450th Anniversary as National Capital     



Objectives

To contribute to an –

 Improved case management of DHF/DSS (at provincial 

and district level, including public and private sectors)

 Improved community-based vector control (at district 

and village level, involving local authorities and VHW 

(Village Health Workers)

 Improved surveillance, outbreak preparedness, 

investigation and response (central, provincial and 

district level, including a reference laboratory and a 

surveillance system for communicable diseases



Developed communication materials



Trained health care workers



Trained Village Volunteers  



Trained hospital staff on clinical management

In five main hospitals in Vientiane 

Capital 

In main hospitals of Champasack,
Savannakhet, Saravan and Attapue

provinces



Trained media practitioners for improved reporting



Awareness campaigns in Schools 



Health education  in the 

workplace



Health education  in the temple 



Health campaigns during That Luang festival 



Construction area

Metal for recycling

Plastic bottle for recycling

Public bean Garden pots

Discarded tires

Cleanliness drive with the youth 



Result – Improved Media Reporting 

 Accuracy in data 

reporting

 Addressed fears and 

misconceptions

 Ensured  reliability  of 

information and source 

of information 



Result - Enhanced  media 

support 



Result- Knowledge and confidence gained by health staff to 

handle dengue fever cases



Dengue cases in Vientiane Capital from

 2006 to 2010
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Result – Lower incidence of mortalities 

Dengue Surveillance 2006-2011

Year DF DHF DSS Total Death

2006 1,638 387 14 2,039 2 

2007 1,121 220 2 1,343 1 

2008 505 54 0 559 0 

2009 1,919 360 4 2,283 0 

2010 3,742 753 22 4517 9 

2011 1,615 234 13 1,863 0 



Lessons Learned 

 Dengue control requires a high level of sustained 

government and public commitment, strengthening of 

the public health infrastructure, collaboration and 

community mobilization

 Continuing training and upgrading the knowledge of 

health staff must be given priority; they should be 

encouraged to read journals and keep abreast with 

new developments in clinical management.

 Community mobilization should sustained and 

engaged households and other community networks. 

 Communication materials should always be ready 

before any campaign. 



Pha That Luang 


